United States to Host Its First FEI Paralympic Qualifier

(Lexington, KY) - The first FEI Paralympic Qualifier CEPDI4 for a

Paralympic Games held in this country will be held at Morven Park in

Leesburg, Virginia May 13th through 17th, 2007.  In addition to being a

qualifier for the 2008 Paralympic Games in China, it will also be a

selection trial for the 2007 United States Para Dressage World

Championship Team and the USEF National Championships for

Para-Equestrian.  It will be the third FEI Paralympic Qualifier in

Para-Equestrian that is being held worldwide, the other two were held

last year in Vancouver, British Columbia and in Belgium.

Invitations will be sent to other National Federations worldwide and it

is expected that riders from North and South America will be joined by

others from around the world.  The top riders for the United States who

may be competing include 2004 Paralympic silver medalist from the Athens Games, Lynn Seidemann, of Coppell, Texas as well as Keith Newerla of Abescon, New Jersey; Barb Grassmyer of Placerville, California; and Kathy Groves of Columbus, North Carolina.  The United States Chef d'Equipe will be Missy Ransenhousen.

"We are thrilled that Morven Park has agreed to host this first-ever

event in our country," said Denise Avolio, Chair of the USEF

Para-Equestrian High Performance Committee. "It will be a great

international start for our riders leading up to the World Championships in Hartpury, Great Britain and the 2008 Paralympic Games."

For more information contact Don Whittle, Managing Director of

Para-Equestrian, 859-225-6984.       

##

As the National Governing Body (NGB) of Equestrian Sport, the United

States Equestrian Federation(r), Inc. (USEF) is the regulatory body for

27 breeds and disciplines, including our country's international teams

competing in the disciplines of dressage, driving, endurance, eventing,

para-equestrian, reining, show jumping and vaulting. With over 80,000

members, it is the country's largest multi-breed organization and

annually license more than 2,800 competitions nationwide. The USEF

governs all aspects of competition, including education and licensing of all judges, stewards, and technical delegates who officiate shows. 

Vision Statement: The vision of United States Equestrian Federation(r)

is to provide leadership for equestrian sport in the United States of

America, promoting the pursuit of excellence from the grassroots to the

Olympic Games, based on a foundation of fair, safe competition and the

welfare of its horses, and embracing this vision, to be the best

national equestrian federation in the world.

